MUSGRAVE, CORA

This is a 78-year-old woman who presents to the emergency room with hyponatremia. The patient noted to have retroperitoneal lymphadenopathy as well as what looked like a liver mass. This biopsy on 01/12/2023, showed small cell carcinoma with scattered viable areas present, which consist of neoplastic proliferation of small round cells arranged in sheets. The malignant cells were AE1/AE3 positive, CD45 negative, focal positive. The patient had a sodium of 127 consistent with hyponatremia that is seen in small cell carcinoma.

Her H&H was 12 and 35. AFP was 4.9. GFR was diminished at 38. The patient was scheduled for chemotherapy after biopsy became available, but given the patient’s severe weakness, pain, weight loss, tachycardia, shortness of breath, and decreased appetite and overall weakness, the patient and family decided against chemotherapy and has been placed on hospice. Given the nature of her cancer, her BMI of 17 and with significant weight loss, weakness, ADL dependency and becoming fast bedbound, the patient most likely has less than six months to live and is hospice appropriate.
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